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An Airborne SAR with 0.1 m Resolution Using
Multi-channel Synthetic Bandwidth
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Li He-ping Jia Ying-xin

Abstract: In order to meet the growing demands for high resolution SAR imaging, this paper describes a new
single channel transmit, multi-channel parallel receive high resolution SAR system. The system operates with 8
parallel receive channels to obtain a wide bandwidth up to 3.2 GHz, and also features high resolution, InSAR and
PolSAR imaging capability. A novel method of transfer error measurement and compensation is presented in the
paper. This method based on radiation calibration and frequency shift correction estimation could implement
multi-channel amplitude and phase correction effectively. For the first time in China, a resolution of better than 0.1
m is achieved with the airborne SAR system. This paper introduces the architecture and main specifications of the
SAR system, and discusses several important aspects of high resolution imaging in detail, including the bandwidth
synthesis, transfer error correction, motion compensation and image formation. Flight experiments demonstrate
the high resolution imaging capability of the SAR system.

Key words: SAR; High resolution; Multi-channel transmit and receive technology

Vol.35 No.1
Jan. 2013

1 5|15

E IALAR T IR (SAR) & — P i 23 P At A%
Wk, TR H AR BEAT m A HER R, JF H
BAARM. AR HE. B B 50 448,
LB E AR HILLLIR, SAR RS C4 A gt IR
WA RAEYIRI . e U AT S S A A
BTN

DHEFIE SAR RAENI R FRbr 2 —, P
I3 m Al DA E eSS SAR X H A AR AT P 50 1
fie, ¥ SAR RGN H . X S PR g

2011-12-26 Y F|, 2012-11-19 [m]
MEEEE: X% cliu@mail.ie.ac.cn

AR —H SAR AU E Z AR K E T2
—, BEMNEVIRIL T KEEm 2 kB %K. Hil,

REZSEIL 0.1 m PRI RS L2 £ Sandia
[ % 5286 = MBI MiniSAR R457, i[5 FRAN (7
AT EE ] SRS S I PAMIR R 4 BRNE [E
ONERA (K 7% 5256 %) Wl /f1 RAMSES &4t

MiniSAR R4t H R AL T 15.2~18.2 GHz SBLN
(1) 56 s R PRI 5, R dechirp(2: 1AM 77 2\ s
W R A 5 PAMIR R4G043 5 15 RS FIE 0y
Wik 380 MHz [0 BEWAME 55, KA B 96 1 7
ESEILT 0.1 m M HER, ARG REA 2R
fel; RAMSES R4CKH 75 PAMIR AUk



30 BT 516G 8 %R

%35 4

ST, BENS DL B R R RN 2 A Rl oy Qe 7
RS, ATRASEEL 0.1 m s . IXEEfE T 0.1
m 7 HERN SAR R45, JLSHLR) T SR E AR 1
IR T AR 7 2RI 5L ) 1 v A e, TE LAY
Gl ERE T RIRE RERIBURAS 50 55 k3RS
BF B ) (1) 55 23 HE R

W ERFE B T2 SOIT T 2005 AETFUR A
HEoedt SAR R4 MW, 2009 FHITERK T REEM
WIS I AT IR IE . % RS HAE E 0 PR
JRAGAE Ay SRR A AR B A LT
WA AL T IE (InSAR) g #5520, sl THET 0.1
m SRR SAR R AL BN o HEER 1) 5K
MR, NATERGEM B ARG SEI
HE, BT RS RAFRFR LI L. X
HIEE 2 0, MR T RAEMAIRSEI T % 5 3
AR 2B IE RGNS G R P R ), B
TR S IEE 4 A Ol I R 2 IE S B, 2R
TR AN AT SR B AME IR ZE T v, VRN
T TR B ARRAME Jis 58 4 WA KH
K AR AL R RS K B I R GER FE AT AR A da
R ZEAMESEA CHAR A BT T e R #T, 4
T SEBRIRER A R IR R A S TR 4
2 RARGMAREEM

I HE SAR R RIS, 787707 a2 R LR
B TR ST , AE PR B v U R B A 5
()15 56 RS o oA T AERE 28 M SEBLAE T 0.1 mo (1)
AT R, ERETIA RGN RS RIS T 1A v
KT 1.5 GHz,

EVERI RS, i fs 5 177 sl
(DA, Wi RS — R A PO AR g
TE D AR AR 28 iy kP S, 2T
ARG, KRS A O R s () kRS
BT TERSTENE S, AE TR
(IR 5 ARk, 28I Bl b B4 B A 56 9 15 5
(3) ELH = Az 5 i kP 5 10 5 3o X T8 (5 5 11
Pk, s R LR B R 2 A A A
HiE I T 720 R 2R 50, T s>
FUE 5 Ma 58,  BRARJS SE I RS, A K 1 )
JBUN AR 5 AL B Y A B, 6 I 5 02K R 2277
T R ZmE o, Ao EE
5 PR A A A P00 3 T SEE IR, i A 11 et )
e RIS A%, H R Sl iE A A% — B i
FE AR R

FEF MRS, H T BT S 2 B SAR
FGR ) BIE A B 5 T e AR AR B o 2
WIEEM T F o BRI PRRBATN, Stk

Pl T R AT 2074, FEaE 5 o 103,125~
128.125 MHz, ik 7 RAGANpER LS
FEA TG 13.2~16.4 GHz 45 %5 0 3.2 GHz B4k
PEIAIGE 5 o BRUOHLAE £ 1 iy ol e 7 K 2 )
g3 N 8 ANIHIE T ARAE| h A, TE AT 58 400 MHz
1) 8 Bf5 5, Wl 1w, 8 BfE 5 HAMEIMH
BRI 5, ELEAERA 8 M A/D HHTRAE, KAf
Ja BCTAE S BAT R A B . SRIIX — 7 £+
BLH RN T BARAE5 BIAEX 77 58, (T REAEMSK
RN 2 s A R4

RY MR R EEIE 2 s, RERHALT)
A T8 s P AN AN TR B A 1 DR 2 A 3 S [) B Bz I ke s
I, TV IhRENERH T el TAE I R o i,
FH HLR FHAH [FIAR AL ) R 2SR T B T30 G N . 3
MREPALOSE: M THIC. mIERGHL.
RIBER o RE&Fa e & BFEBL. IR ia £
SKpSs S RS AL TR LS FIEC L A

TIARG T, RERHWD LR, %
ek o b, A Ukd 07 2SR N R
Bo ROSHLR AT IS D)2 iy i pL, vl L™
42 2.5 kW UG RS Th 2R o KA 2 (1) 5 1A [R3 Hi
AT SERAE S, (RSB . il AR BT
A S0 () i A0 S, 0 SR fe i T LLIA ) 1.5
GByte/so [F]IN AT AT 126 2L o — 28 Hdls BE AT 52 I a5
AOER, PrEIEE A, AR DS AT A A
W, 2R BT AR AT, T T SR 2 AR
IHT. F1AH T SAR REH EESHIR .

3 RBRENE
SEbr SAR WU R G LA SEHL A R 2 MEAT

K1 SPYPEE SAR REFTEH ARG

SH BASE b
ER(Z SN MR AR AR /T A R
EAUNY7 14.8 GHz/ & 4y W3 A5
15.5 GHz/ &Mt TR
1558 3.2 GHz/H 3 et
400 MHz/ Atk T
R LA
e 43 e =g i 8 A
W IEH
BALAT ISAR Kt 24
PO TE %
IR T 0.1 m/ w5 PR AL
0.5 m/AMetl. Tt
L >10 km
W25 58 >2 km
L RIEN BRI VY

et HH, HV, VH, VV




FE1 TAEE: ETFZlEA RN T 0.1 m PR SAR R4 31
Y -
3 B /’T
exp (—,7-2 Tfit) ) f (}1 M
() E— M B,
H ADC s1(n) //‘“ J—
pak l £ g
exp(—27fyt) i1 E
s(t) st . | peeeteeagpenaesaggeaeiigp s
— H 0 ADC o) ®_) I _.«% 7)2'72/“ M j.;
= — | J fw 7 az---—-l---—-—a—----—l---v---‘-—:---«’ll— ‘
=1 foerensesessaseanssaceasassone — M—1 2
. : P —M_1 i
exp(—27fut) ' ' [ I . _
SM(’/) ff . 2 APt .
X l’ ADC > su(n) 1 >
P 1 A9 22 300 3 OB TR A3 A o i
M~~~ ———————— | __ BHRIRAEM Rz, HHEIHRIRZER R, N
:mmms rme o || et G, BRI A 22 0 T BE Y TR IR RS, ASCHR T
| — PR 2y BO & M 2 A A PR TE ) 5 %
[ R BN, SAR REHI KA E S
: BT S L RO R
I (A, B H bR SO BAF 5l g R 2k I8 B I8 Ha
s WLy BN Y T i e B T8 ) SR 50 i T 75

LT |

2 R RHE

AP L PR JEE AR 1 i 85 A B ) B AEURE Y P
FERIT T AZFR A RGN BEARRL IR 22 o R GE Il P
ROV ZE S Ak s 48 e SE SRR T, 55 M P T v
W] REAE 55 M AN BRI AR, EER B R R
DS B s 2 N G D o T 7/ D
BAMBOGETE, 580 R0 AR IR AR 2 2
R Rl AR 22, 2 HEGEm 2| SAR K&
TR, ERARAC B ANREBIG . DT, BRSO
I SR PN OV SR PN DS

K, gk MBI N 8 i 7 oiiE. &
X ARG HIESS T RN, 2B S R
XN HIE ARG T I R A PRy —
JE 0] B TR A T B TE A (D S Ak
ESTBERIGINIHI)=

Wik 3 o, R IR R 2 9 EL I AE (10
R AR S AT 5. RS, fs
AL PR A S IS 2 - WSS 23 1) B8 — 5 B 25 20 Sl T
o KEHRY ML AE S, SRR B
PR MG RHRWCRI A5 5 3T R ARANIE 3K o
RIHE S IR A 13.2~16.4 GHz, LB
WoF2eid R AL S AR T [ 0.4~3.6 GHz,
BRI PRI b R 3 75 s EL BRSO R A A
AT RF .

B IE R GRS, AR A
RGP WFT BN R, T RERAOMRE, A
LICR I FIREPE RE A R AT I e eAh, AEDIUAR
g b R 2 T R A S, bR RGN

[}
n%éz;kﬁ
S PSS - )

by

TR

K3 1

&

_______ | LO:12.8 GHz

B 55 0

o 2 TR AR 1A 06 AR 2R A



32 BT 56 B %Ik %35 %
SYN 8 WA G A AS TR, 3 i M T4 o
ETu%ﬂﬁ*%é.';wzﬁ%zﬁ$~ﬁiaz%wa@mg;{ 100 T\ R P =
BRGS0, T ik R LRI 0 kN G \N
L{&*R/\D'Jﬁiﬁy R AN AE 5 A7 AL AN E I AH & —100 N+ "L
Bl 7SS HEAEoh IDAS 1 N\ sertinm

Besh, TR R, AL AT \\\m/_f;/ o
PR ST A S 8 AN TR, R, - T
5 T 4 A T30 T 1 0 PR S S 4TS A B ' ‘

o T, AHALMIN T A A R AR T R
R, mTHIERFPMEIEAES T K
B, A O TE R N S S AN R, T AN
(P, AHALANRE EEAT LR . Ak, X FARAR
FRCIE A A R R T R 220 I R R
) AR 1R 22148 1 (1) K 8 9 2% 0 BT SR B AR
T R SO A T R S AR AR5 1 D 3 240 S A
*D@Uﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ\//gk FEHED IR R T & R g rhn]
REATAEM S PR ZE 0, AL R SR 5 T s IR
5%1%%%%&%%@5%%M%§\m&%)
AT, AR 5K RG R 2= e b Bk, M
A2 ARSI 2 S A

Kl 4 2T SAR T IA BN 8 AN T AR A
WA 38 T A A S e P O ) R B . B
FH % St 190 24 43 A 4SO At 22 AC 38 T8 1% Wi 55 A A AR5
i, FHSH RSN RENSEE Y, |
TZHA5 5 SR S 5 BA A R A,
FrARERS AT AHAL I LR, W SRS EF S
FHEGEE, o] AT AR B SO LA B AE A2 45 12k

TE IR R R e R, T DR R
ISR RGN R R 22, K 5 IS IAE:
WEHL 8 /™18 0 R AR A 1 i 28

TENE RN, R E A, BT
RSN B RS AR WGER A AR AN AS R A, D

Ree 45 T
« IF8

LO T f
&
| Loﬂmz Lo

(A4 RFl RFZ R
PAHLA I (SIEE)

!

§

4 T ARSI TE R AR 7R P I R B

=500

0.8 0.9 1.0 1.1
Hi# (GHz)

5 FIAHAMOHUAT 45 Hh 2k

A R EAEA KR SEUE B ARAF 1, D45 (A1
PEAFAE—MARPL W ZE o BEAh, X 8 AN ERICHIE
BB — SER)  BATAERTAEAR AN LD B
DRI, X AR 2R 208 B 45 T3 2 ) B JSEAR (v AR5
HEATHMEZ b, I g T A% I I8 2 [ B AR A7 % 2230k
ATz, DA DR REEA IR Z2 AT A R A2 A
TARAT WA i 0 e O I B R

4 BRYPEE SAR HGALE

PR ZIMIE SAR R G AR R
GiREAME . ZIE G B EAMEF R b
FIAER )

N T SEHLE R, RECRH ZIE T KB
T AR T X TR AT B B R A RS, W
EH RGBS N 2= 2 — g 21l IE(E 5 G
SR . A TSI R T E A R, R IR TE )R
HEAT I B FIAME 2 P IR, fE A R
%fﬁﬁﬂm%ZF,%TUEF&ﬂMﬁﬁ%@
ARBHE, DTV B 22 1R 5 1 o

i BT pTIA, RV AT LUIIAS %538 T N R R
FANE R 22, HARIE RIS R A FIR A AL R 22, X
S EH T 5 25 A 1 BRI T A PR AN W] 3 B 1) 152
BXFIX P R 2= ), ] DU 5 A B 7k
RAGVERIAME o AR S, (k) AE m NBIER RS R
B, o, (k) #5103 F7 ZAME R A R 22, WA R
Ja IR G RE AT LR R R

_ i s (k)ej@m (k) (1)

Xt @, (k) AL 2R T35 15 (10 S (k) Tk
R G de X — H AR R LA S5 . LLA &l 1R
FRIRE PG REAE A b R 25, 38 308 1] FR) 5 2 22 e
B, A T KR e I RCR By, R
PURE e, BT — H A bR 0l T DASE B A L
RERPLA AT BEAh, BT DR T2 Hibi



%13 RIS e il

EE AT 0.1 m 3 PERIIHLE SAR R5E 33

L A 80 St 2 IR CAT A, AR 45 S I v A ) T T
FRARRZEEAG TS AMET

K 6 4y th T 2 IIE RS AR I R
%%W&LﬁémiEMMﬁm L R
IR AE BT TG SE I, AN AR B 2 W R AR T I
ARG A I S Bt A 2 AP 52 F ) o

Bl 7 RARZEAMEE TG [ AR GE N bR KO Heos
K, WA, @l RGERIEAAME, W AR
I AR 9 e T TR WU ZR G R IR i AR 7 1% 22 0] DL
c Hs 40 A0 B 500

Bl 8 4t 1ot S B M 3EA T I B i AR
ZERXTLG, WLVEH, 2 RETIRIEAMERIF AN

SO TR (L ES R
T8 3 M S AL F8 3 M LA A
FEEI A I
| |
v

AL M
FHAL IR ZEAME

v

A A A
HIBLR ZE vt

I

BB EREdPY

NS

6 RGTIRZEAME A AL B R K]

- Kk

— Ti(ﬁk—f’
F -l0— i RV
'TS M \
i
Lﬂ:; -20 ™ 4
3
|
L) |'

—40
$L 25 17 (m)

(a)f55 S REHERT i bRt
VR 5 bl i 2 o £ (PR )

umﬁﬁﬂﬂ%@ZF IR K190 AT W] L AR 32

Eﬂ

@9%¥%ﬁaﬁﬁ$ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%&5%%%
i) PGl P A g ok L P, BREEBUAH I 1) 40 R F R A I
HERHAT L, RS R W 2 s, FEE
iM%,&%&@¢ AR 5, X 2 4EA
TR HBUE B = 2.5 B G AT IR, 16 B3 i H
ﬂ%%%ﬁLB%MEAOTuﬁﬁ,% T £ B
Ab PR PG 2 Fk ) T PO RCR

R 2 ZBEGH R BIRSPERERLL

L 2 i 4 Wi 8 iliE
P A (m) 0.438 0.217 0.110 0.055
SEBRAE (m) 0.438 0.227 0.111 0.057

FERRAG AL B R T 2R GE R AT R 72 M2 AT

AL, W KB REAME R B
e SAR REUNIE 5RO BURX — R L, R4
BRI TR EIE8RZAME T %, Wil 10 Pros.
RERGE B EL TR LIRS, R
A LA 00 5 PG )0 B AT 2 B A P gk
ARG R AMES o 6T mof AT R D00 o o 0 Al
A SR AR L O B B ZE AN, — D7 I
ARG, 5y T2 E d T LR
FNIZ B R R LT3R 22 o 2R AT LD & o

0

—— )T

— ri
—~ =10
m
=
i
E 20
¥
I
= =30

—4()
—=0.50 —0.25 O 0.25 0.50
EF 2514 (m)

() TEHT A7 5 BHE A 1 bR LR
VEAIAE 5 i 1 i £ (4303

B 7 HUEIE M 2 B IE RS A AME S R L

() 930 i Pl 4R

(b) 23 1 75 ple 1 1%

() 4l R

() I 7 Hk el 1%

K 8 il & M SAR K& 5 Il E KB EL



34 BT 516G 8 %R

¥ 35 %

—7.50 | - 4ifiH

PW"
u|
o | Al

0.9 —0.6-03 0 03 06 09
B 17 (m)

IR S (dB)
|
2

—22.5

B9 R S sl H b BRI L B 43

G o s
A y
A 4 Y
Re&RETH < APIE FR AR

Bl 10 mir#is SAR REISEIIMETT &

JUAT CHLIR ALK T TR A R 2 AR ELARIE By 5 |
AMRZE G, Jr &bk — 0 K B R G B
AROOL A RO BRIR A VS, WM 3RAT i B 1) 7 ik
BI5GB 11 N 3RAG I R 0 5 SAR I8 K ] BP
B SFEACERAG R, (e LA M5
U DX P e i R S B 220 30 T AN PRI R0 B s
B, WTRUE I E 2l IE & o R R R, i
SRR ] AR T % o SRR MR SR, B
U AT I R G AR AR 220 Aot
M RSB AL BT I AT AT PEA R

5 LERIE
B0 B A LAR H 02K 1 40 R A ) I FH R AR

B 11 2RI A SAR BRI KGR B
(f A N 2 I A R RS, AT f /BN B R R

RIEFTK, A 41 T Pl i) SpaiE A . 23l

WA P SAR R4, G REMAIT

. BEERMERIERS. REAARK 3.2 GHz

fIfE 5w, BA DR RE . InSAR T %

AR A AR D e . PEAIER I A0 AT T 230 3E &R

G A RGUIR AN AL R ZE R AMEE L 1B 3

R ZEAMEFI AR AL BEAESEILEOR, 45 1 kb kAT

IR S5 R, Rl TOHRIK S R SAR REMECR

AT SR A AT AT
fEid BRI, MR PR SAR RSt

TR A 1) 1 B 7 VERE AN WA IR A,

alex ZMERCR . REREN EAME L G AL

FE lsahiRZEAME . HIRETNESEBORMBLR T

FEIWETL, R AEFA TR SAR RZEMBARAKA

Wiim, SKEL T 2RI T 0.1 m KEORTERR, 4

F R SAR RGN HRIANN H] BOE T HoARI A

FEIG BT AR, g B S8 0 P R B N

K, HE B TF RN I R G vt S B

AR AT TR BEBAR AL H b 70 A 1 5 T

Wt A M R BOR AW AL, SAR

RGETCHE T LU T 20 W U A 4 KA T

2 % x M

[1] Ulaby F T, Moore R K, and Fung A K. Microwave Remote
Sensing: Active and Passive[M]. Norwood: Artech House,
1981, Vol.1: 23-33.

[2]  Doerry A W and Dubbert D F. Digital signal processing
applications in high-performance synthetic aperture radar
processing[J]. Signals, Systems and Computers, Vol. 1, 2004:
947-949.

[3]  Brener A R. Proof of concept for airborne SAR imaging with
5 cm resolution in the X-band[C]. European Conference on
Synthetic Aperture Radar, Aachen, Germany, 2010: 615-618.

[4]  Baque R, Bonin G, and Ruault du Plessis O. The airborne
SAR-system: SETHI airborne microwave remote sensing
imaging system[C]. Radar Conference-Surveillance for a Safer
World, Bordeaux, France, 2009: 1-5.

[5) Wilden H and Brener A R. The SAR/GMTT airborne radar
PAMIR: technology and performance[C]. IEEE Radar
Conference, Arlington, USA, 2010: 534-537.

[6] Berens P. SAR with ultra-high range resolution using
synthetic bandwidth[C]. Proceedings of IEEE International
Geoscience & Remote Sensing Symposium, Hamburg,
Germany, 1999: 1752-1754.

(7] akME, X, T B S ROE S NS AR ARSI
PrRZERIED]. BT 51E R, 2011, 33(12): 2813-2818.
Zhang Mei, Liu Chang, and Wang Yan-fei. Channel error

correction for ultra-high resolution airborne SAR system with



%14

TR T ZME SR T 0.1 m MHERIIHLE SAR R45E 35

(8]

(9]

(10]

synthetic bandwidth[J]. Journal of Electronics & Information
Technology, 2011, 33(12): 2813-2818.

Buckreuss S. Motion compensation for airborne SAR based
on inertial data, RDM and GPS[C]. Proceedings of IEEE
International Geoscience & Remote Sensing Symposium,
California, USA, 1994: 1971-1973.

Carrara W G, Goodman R S, and Majewski R M. Spotlight
Synthetic Aperture Radar Signal Processing Algorithm[M].
Norwood: Artech House, 1995: 245-287.

KA, XM, EA K S A BHLBSARMIEEBIHMEE [T BT
Lifg B4R, 2011, 33(9): 2114-2119

Zhang Mei, Liu Chang, and Wang Yan-fei. Motion

T4k

compensation for airborne SAR with synthetic bandwidth[J].
Journal of Electronics & Information Technology, 2011, 33(9):
2114-2119.

53, 1963 44, WHTTLL, HAAERN, RS
TR R T IR R G AR BRSPS

V. 53, 1978 4FAE, RIWFSUIY, LRSS S A AL
HIERG . THIAF T A B RS

5, 1976 FF4, EIBETLL, WU A A AR H I
ARG R RS T S R AERORAE.

A B, 1982 4, BIENETTER, OHUT R EAS S AL

ISR A EE.



